INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT

Justice40 Opportunities

What is Justice40?

Last year the Biden administration launched a government-wide Justice40 Initiative
with a goal to deliver 40% of the benefits of federal climate change-related investments
to disadvantaged communities. This is an unprecedented opportunity to invest in
largely Black, Brown, Indigenous, and low=-income communities that have been
disproportionately harmed by climate change and longstanding environmental
injustices. Disadvantaged communities will be identified and mapped through the Climate
and Economic Justice Screening Tool, which will help agencies guide investments and
deliver benefits to disadvantaged communities.

What is 11JA?

In November 2021, President Biden signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(I1JA) into law, which will put $1.2 trillion into communities over the next decade.

There are billions of dollars that states and local governments can access for programs in
clean energy, clean transportation, green buildings, workforce development, grid and
transmissions updates, recycling, and clean water. The [IJA was not designed to achieve
the Biden administration’s climate commitments, but it does provide funding for programs
that will help reduce emissions and prepare communities to be resilient against climate
impacts. The IIJA will be the Biden administration’s first test at directing investments to
disadvantaged communities while driving down emissions and protecting communities from
the impacts of climate change.

What's At Stake?

State and local governments will be in control of the majority of IIJA funds, which could
lead to huge benefits for communities by upgrading infrastructure and directly reducing
pollution. But without deep engagement from communities the IIJA funds could

be invested into programs that would solidify our reliance on fossil fuels. Local
governments, states, Tribes and territories must be prepared to apply for IIJA
funds and invest them in projects that will support and protect the most vulnerable
communities. The programs listed below will help reduce the impacts of climate change
while supporting communities through the Justice40 Initiative goal to provide 40% of
climate and clean energy related investments to disadvantaged communities.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/27/fact-sheet-president-biden-takes-executive-actions-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad-create-jobs-and-restore-scientific-integrity-across-federal-government/
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/cejst#3/33.47/-97.5
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/cejst#3/33.47/-97.5
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/fact-sheet-president-biden-sets-2030-greenhouse-gas-pollution-reduction-target-aimed-at-creating-good-paying-union-jobs-and-securing-u-s-leadership-on-clean-energy-technologies/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/2021/12/03/the-bipartisan-infrastructure-bills-best-and-worst-features/
http://gndn.us/justice40

